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elazquez Unveils National Housing Counseling Legislation

___ Congresswoman Nydia M. Velazquez unveiledyory nractices of unscrupulous lenders. The legislation g
bipartisan legislation to strengthen and expand housingthorizes federal grants to provide a direct source of
counseling opportunities so that families in New York fnding to local agencies and non-profit organizations
City and across the nation can experience the Americgfviding housing counseling services.

dream of homeownership. In New York City, the homeownership rate is the

SO

“The process of purchasing a home is compli- |q\est of any major metropolitan area in the country. At fthe

cated and daunting,” Congresswoman Velazquez saidsame time, the default and foreclosure rate is skyrocketifg

“With the support and guidance of housing counselor§y gisadvantaged communities in the city and across the

families can successfully navigate confusing loan termg,yntry, as families who were not prepared to purchase their

assess closing fees, and fully evaluate the costs of

- >y M ] ome face high mortgage payments they cannot afford.
purchasing and maintaining a home. Housing counse?— 9 gage pay y

“Housing counseling is critical to closing the

ing helps ensure that families are armed with a thorouggmeownership gap, and stemming the tide of defaults 4nd

understanding of the homebuying process before theygreclosures,” Congresswoman Velazquez said. “It is nof a

walk into a lender’s office.” . .. __panacea for curbing predatory lending, but it will ensure [that
The Velazquez bill targets low-income families¢,tyre homebuyers know what is on the table and what i$ at

the elderly, individuals who face language barriers andake when signing a loan to purchase their home.”
othei gonsumers who are n]ore vulnerable to the preda-

Velazquez Applauds Environmental Victory for Sunset Park

Congresswoman Nydia M. Velazquez applauded
the recent decision to reject Sunset Energy Fleet's (SEF)
request to build a 520-megawatt power plant in Sunset
Park.

“This was a major victory for Sunset Park — the
people in this community already bear a disproportionate
share of environmental hazards and the last thing the
is one more burden,” Congresswoman Velazquez said
“Half of the new power plants proposed for New York C
over the last two years have been slated for our distric
this clustering of polluting facilities is a serious threat t
the community’s health and welfare. Everyone has thej
right to a safe, clean environment — finally a decision hg
been made in their favor.” :

The Congresswoman testified at public hearing§
and contacted the New York State Department of Pubili
Service and the New York State Department of Enviror
mental Conservation to voice her concerns regarding t
proposal. Congresswoman Veldzquez opposed SEF's
proposal because it had serious health and environme
repercussions, and did not utilize public involvement.
had effectively re-filed its application by submitting
piecemeal revisions throughout 2003, beyond a deadli
The organization ignored the intent of the law to provid
meaningful opportunity for public comment.

"l am very happy for the Sunset Park communitysyironmental justice issues that plague Brooklyn's
Sunset Energy Fleet's application was rightfully reJeCtedneighborhoods.”

Brooklyn Historical Society Celebrates Its Re-Opening

Congresswoman Nydia M. Velazquez joined thetter understand our story and how Brooklyn became w
Brooklyn Historical Society at its ribbon cutting cer- is today. | am so proud of the work done by Brooklyn His
emony to reopen its building and launch its inauguralcal Society, and believe very strongly that local residents
exhibition, “Brooklyn Works: 400 Years of Making a visitors can do so much learning within these walls.”
Living in Brooklyn.” ) . The Brooklyn Historical Society has been located

Congresswoman Velazquez secured $1 milliogowntown Brooklyn at 128 Pierrepont Street since 1881.

the
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in federal funding for the museum in 2001 to help  museum houses over 55,000 historical images, 150,000 hound

Brooklyn Historical Society to grow, expand educa- journals, and 9,000 historical objects dedicated to preserying

tional programs, incorporate new technologies to  and illuminating Brooklyn’s heritage. The property has al$o

preserve historic collections, and to provide access t@een declared a National Historic Landmark.

the museum — on-site, off-site and on-line — to “Brooklyn is one of the most multiethnic communitjes

Brooklynites and others in the city, and across the  in America,” Congresswoman Velazquez said. “Federal

country. _ support has allowed local historical institutions, like this ohe,
“It is extremely important to preserve to endure, grow and expand so that all Brooklynites can

Brooklyn's history for future generations,” Congress- explore their rich cultural heritage by delving into the pas.

woman Velazquez said. “This will enable individuals iistory has so much it can teach us.”

Office of Rep. Nydia M. Velazquez: 16 Court St. Suite 1006 Brooklyn, N.Y. 11241, (718) 222-5819, www.house.govivelazquez




The Fight Continues to Reopen New York City Firehouses

- The firehouse closings also pose homeland
I(r,eggurity concerns. In Brooklyn, firehouses are key to
erfsuring the safety of the surrounding community, but

In response to six city firehouses being closed |
year, Congresswoman Velazquez called on the Bloomb
administration to allocate a portion of the $400 million ; . .

.. also the city’s center of business, education, culture ar
Eg?_lug)?ted frg;‘ gr%engpartment of :—|omeland Sﬁcurllty ggrism B?/ooklyn encompasses several potential

in its udget proposal to reverse the ¢ osuE L .

“The negative consequences of these firehouse Coﬂ?trr'lsgl}gégse;’ dsggcv:rssgigrmklyn bridges, subway,
c_Il%sures 'Sb app]falfr_entc,j” Cohng_resswo_ma_n Velazqgeéz?)smd. “Given the serious first responder needs in Nev
“The number of fire deaths in our city increase percent, i . . .

. , : : ty, | am urging the Mayor to designate a portion
in 2003, and fire response times in some areas have gr \gg_j It :

Sy : e city’s homeland security funds to reopen the
by approximately 1 minute and 20 seconds — a span th% s . P
can mean the difference between life and death. The aﬂrehouses, Congresswoman Velazquez said. "The

neighborhoods have experienced significant growth in estimated cost savings from closing the firehouses wa

ss than $10 million, which is just 2.5 percent of the
recent years, and need more support, not less, to enswJ - ’
their safety.” §400 million requested by Mayor Bloomberg from the

Mayor Bloomberg's decision to close down the Department of Homeland Security. Neighborhoods tha

. ; s re experiencing tremendous growth need increased
firehouses last May was met with strong opposition fro@upporﬁ from thg city in order tg protect — and even sau

Congresswoman Velazquez, other elected officials, resi- . : -2
dents, and community activists. Engine Company 278 %rﬁaundreds of thousands of lives in the future. This is &
204 closed down, despite the growing populations they

serve.

Veelazquez Helps Sponsor Local Teen's Trip to Antarctica

Crystal Domenech, a 20-year old resident of
Sunset Park, was chosen by Congresswoman Nydia M.
Velazquez to travel to Antarctica for a two-week long
expedition to learn more about global environmental
iIssues.

all investment to pay now in an effort to make sure
that happens.”

The expedition was organized by Students on Ite,
which provides unique learning expeditions to the Antarc-
tic and Arctic for young people, hoping to foster a new
understanding and respect for the environment among
them.

“Crystal was selected because she is a shining
example of the empowerment of youth, family and com
munity,” Congresswoman Veldzquez said. “She has
worked with her fellow activists and with local elected
officials, including me, in educating the public on the
unfair siting of new power plants in low-income and
minority communities in both Sunset Park as well as
throughout Brooklyn.”

Since the age of 13, Crystal had been a membg
the United Puerto Rican Organization of Sunset Park
(UPROSE), the oldest Puerto Rican community-based
organization in Brooklyn. She was one of the founding

members of UPROSE'’s Environmental Enforcers, a yo tid
group that has taken on many issues related to the en -
ment and environmental justice.

Crystal is currently engaged in an UPROSE Urt
Forestry project, and in facilitating a community design e

a greenway/blueway along the Sunset Park waterfront
increase public open space. She recently attended th

Grants Awarded to Our Community

Department of Health and Human Services Department of Health and Human Services
Brooklyn Chinese American Associaition -- $116,546 NYC Office of the Mayor -- $122,103,117

to provide comprehensive health, educational, nutritional, and
social services designed to help improve cognitive
development and school readiness of low-income children

to develop and organize programs that provide
individuals living with HIV and their families

Department of Homeland Security

Metropolitan Transportation Authority -- $27,783,281
for first responders to purchase equipment and conduct
training exercises to respond to a chemical, biological,
radiological, nuclear and explosive attack on NYC'’s
transit system

. The City of New York -- $1,389,057

Department_of Health and Human Services ) to complete plans, procedures, and protocols for security
New York City Dept. of Health and Mental Hygiene - and emergency preparedness on NYC'’s transit system
$3'959’513_, . . NYC Fire Department -- $715,000

l.‘o help _fam:l/es by suppor: ting programs _that provide free for first responders to purchase equipment to increase the
/mmun/zat/ons for children against vaccine-preventable capability to respond to, and recover from threats or acts
disease of terrorism

Port Authority of NY and NJ  -- $3,762,768

for the purchase of emergency responder equipment and
patrol vehicles to increase the capability to prevent,
respond to, and recover from threats or acts of terrorism

Universal Service Administrative Corporation (USAC)

Our Lady of Perpetual Help School  -- $20,212

to provide schools with funding to install wiring and electronic
equipment needed for e-mail capability and Internet access

Department of Housing and Urban Development

NYC Dept. of Housing Preservation and Development  --
$40,000

to fund research on the socioeconomic factors that drive
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community change and influence public policy in NYC




